SUMMER READING LIST SUGGESTIONS 2008-09
SIXTH – GRADE BOOK LIST (Summaries based on a variety of sources including School Library Journal and Booklist). For more reading selections check out the ALA - American Library Association Site: Best Books for Young Adults (http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/booklistsawards/bestbooksya/bestbooksyoung.htm.)
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Abrahams, Peter. Down the Rabbit Hole: An Echo Falls Mystery or the sequel Behind the Curtain
Thirteen-year-old Ingrid Levin-Hill loves a lot of things in her life such as soccer and Sherlock Holmes books, but she is especially passionate about acting. Her love for acting lands her the lead in the Prescott Players production of Alice in Wonderland. Unfortunately this also puts her right in the middle of a police investigation following the murder of an eccentric woman, who was also associated with the Prescott Players. Not one to back away from a mystery, Ingrid dives into her own private investigation finding herself in one dangerous situation after another as she tries to track down the killer.
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Anderson, Laurie Halse. Fever 1793
Based on the epidemic of yellow fever in Philadelphia, sixteen-year-old Matilda Cook lives above a coffee shop with her widowed mother and grandfather. When tragedy strikes, Matilda is separated from her sick mother and is forced to cope with the tragedy that surrounds her.
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Balliett, Blue. Chasing Vermeer or the sequel The Wright 3
Twelve-year-olds Petra Andalee and Calder Pillay attend the University of Chicago Laboratory School where their teacher, Ms. Hussey, makes learning something out of the ordinary. When Vermeer's A Lady Writing disappears on its way to an exhibition at the Art Institute of Chicago, the two combine their talents to solve an international art scandal.
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Benchley, Peter. Shark Life: True Stories about Sharks & the Sea
Benchley’s personal account of his life with sharks including filming the movie Jaws and working on various television programs. Over the years, Benchley has traveled great lengths in search of them. From the Great Barrier reef for great white sharks to Vancouver Island for killer whales, and Polynesia for hammerheads, Benchley has seen it all. He has also come close to death, describing some terrifying and gruesome situations in which he almost lost his life. 
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Bloor, Edward. Story Time
Eighth-grader Kate and her brilliant Uncle George, a sixth grader, 

end up at Whittaker, a school which focuses on excellence in standardized testing and is run by a strange family obsessed with its own achievements. The students are taught in the basement of a haunted old library building, filled with many dark secrets. Kate and George are both struggling with their new school. Kate just wants to return to Lincoln Middle where she could play Peter Pan and be with friends, while George tries to make the best of this warped situation.
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Bloor, Edward. Tangerine
Paul Fisher’s older brother is the star athlete of the family. All this changes when the Fishers move to Tangerine, Florida. Where despite his near blindness, Paul fights to play soccer and for the first time is able to see things clearly. 
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Choldenko, Gennifer. Al Capone Does My Shirts
Twelve-year-old Moose Flanagan and his family move from Santa Monica to Alcatraz Island with the hopes of getting his older autistic sister into a special school in San Francisco. Moose’s father gets a job as an electrician at the prison and after his sister gets rejected from the school, Moose’s dreams of playing baseball in his free time is deflated when he is forced to watch his sister.
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Colfer, Eoin. The Supernaturalist
At the Clarissa Frayne Institute for Parentally Challenged Boys, orphans are forced to endure testing and end up injured as a result. Since the average life expectancy is 15, 14-year-old Cosmo Hill knows that his days are numbered. For that reason, Cosmo attempts to escape, but almost dies in the process. Cosmo is rescued by the Supernaturalists, a group of young people whose mission is to destroy the Parasites, which feed of the living.

Colfer, Eoin. The Wish List
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Meg has been faced with some hard times. Kicked out of her house by her stepfather when her mother died, Meg has resorted to hanging out with a bad crowd. When she and her friend Belch attempt to rob an elderly man, Lowrie McCall, Meg’s life spirals towards death when a nearby gas tank inadvertently explodes. Meg finds herself trapped in a tunnel awaiting her faith. Saint Peter and Beelzebub argue over Meg’s soul. She is not really a bad kid, but not a very good one either.  Meg learns that Lowrie is dying, and in order to redeem herself, Meg is sent back to Earth in an effort to make things right with Lowrie and the two set out on an adventure to fix all of the mistakes he has made in his life.
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Funke, Cornelia. Dragon Rider

Firedrake may be a young dragon, but when he hears warning signs that humans are planning to destroy the land where he lives, he is the first to set out for the Rim of Heaven, a place above the clouds that will provide him refuge, if it actually exists. Firedrake bravely embarks on the journey. Along the way he meets Ben, an orphaned boy, and together they make their way to the Rim of Heaven facing many obstacles along the way.

Funke, Cornelia. The Thief Lord
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After the death of their mother, 12-year-old Prosper and five-year-old Boniface, run away to Venice, the place their mother always spoke fondly of and discover a group of children living in an abandoned movie theatre, who take them in. The leader of the group, Scipio, is known as the thief lord, because he robs houses and acts as an older brother to the children. When a detective is assigned to locate the thief lord, he finds himself drawn to the children to the point that he does not want to turn them in for their crimes.
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George, Jean Craighead. Julie of the Wolves
Thirteen-year-old Miyax is on the run. Unhappily married, she decides to brave the Alaskan tundra in order to reach San Francisco, where her pen pal lives. With no food, no shelter, and nothing to protect her from the dangers she faces, Miyax is able to find refuge when a wolf pack accepts her into their community and treat her like one of their own.
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Giblin, James Cross. Good Brother, Bad Brother: The Story of Edwin Booth and John Wilkes Booth

The story of Edwin and John Wilkes Booth, both actors who liked to drink and perform on stage, just like their famous father, Junius. While Edwin spent his life perfecting his craft and building a reputation as an actor, John was impulsive and popular with the ladies, and is best known as the man who assassinated Abraham Lincoln. The book examines their lives leading up to the assassination and the aftermath of the assassination on the country and his family as well.
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Hale, Shannon. Princess Academy
The thought of being a princess never occurred to the girls on Mount Eskel. That is until word gets out that the prince will choose a bride from their village, 14-year-old Miri, who thinks she is being kept from working in the quarry because of her small stature, believes that this is her opportunity to prove her worth to her father, when she and all the eligible females are sent off to attend a special academy to learn how to become a princes
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Hayes, Daniel. Trouble with Lemons 

Tyler and his best friend, Lymie know that they shouldn’t be going to the quarry for a late night swim, but they think what is the worse that can happen? They quickly discover how bad things can get when they stumble across a dead body. Knowing they were in the wrong for being there, they place an anonymous phone call to the sheriff to report their discovery. This leads to an investigation in which Tyler and Lymie try to figure out what happened.

Henkes, Kevin. Olive’s Ocean
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Twelve-year-old Martha and her family are about to leave for their summer trip to New England when she is visited by the mother of her deceased classmate, Olive Barstow, who was killed by a car a month earlier. Olive’s mother wants to give Martha a page from her daughter’s journal. In this single entry, Martha learns that she shared a lot in common with Olive such as wanting to become a writer someday and a love of the ocean, something Olive, unlike Martha, never had the opportunity to see. The biggest surprise Martha found out through the entry was how Olive felt about Martha. She is touched to hear that Olive thought of her as the nicest person in the whole class. While Martha does not recall any reason for Olive to feel this way about her, she is touched to know her true feelings and laments that fact that she never had the opportunity to get to know her.  
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Hiaasen, Carl. Flush
Noah Underwood’s father has done it this time. He sunk the Coral Queen, a casino boat on a Florida Key because, he believed its owner, Dusty Muleman, was dumping raw sewage into the local waters. 

Now Noah’s father is in jail and Noah is on a mission to find proof to vindicate his father and put the casino out of business.
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Kinney, Jeff. Diary of a Wimpy Kid
Greg Heffley first year as a middle schooler has been rough. Thankfully he has his journal, not a diary to get him by. Greg tells his story through a series of short, episodic chapters filled with drawings that further fuel the story. This laugh-out-loud novel is filled with all the middle school problems students’ face like being bullied and trying to fit in.
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Korman, Gordon. Schooled
Homeschooled on an alternate farm commune, 13-year-old Cap has always lived with his grandmother, Rain. That is until she is hospitalized and Cap is forced to go to middle school. The experience becomes an eye-opener, not only for Cap who has never experienced this type of life, but for the students who have never met anyone like Cap before. 
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Lowry, Lois. Gathering Blue

Kira, an orphan with a twisted leg, lives in a world where only the strong survive. For this reason, Kira fears being cast aside because of her weakness. All this changes when she is spared by the Council of Guardians because of her talent of embroidery that no other community member has. This ensures her safety, but also opens her to the truth about the world in which she lives.
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Martin, Ann. A Corner of the Universe
The summer Hattie is 12, the comfortable small-town life she knows and loves is turned upside-down when her mentally disabled uncle comes to town.
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Martin, Ann. A Dog’s Life: Autobiography of a Stray
Told through the eyes of a dog named Squirrel, this novel follows Squirrel’s life starting a puppy when she is separated from her family to growing up alone and learning to fend for herself.
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O’Connor, Barbara. How to Steal a Dog
Georgina and her family have been living in their car ever since her father left and they were evicted from their apartment. Her mother is working two jobs in order to earn enough rent money to get out of their situation. Desperate to help her mother out, Georgina comes up with a plan to steal a dog for the reward money so that she contribute to her family’s financial situation. She decides to document her plan in a diary outlining the step-by-step process. 
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Paulsen, Gary. Harris and Me
Summer is upon this eleven-year-old narrator and he is off to spend it with his cousin Harris Larson on their farm. Harris is a crude, rude, scheming troublemaker, but he has a sense of fun and excitement that makes readers want to know what he'll do next. Harris, of course, is the instigator, while the narrator goes along with Harris and as a result endures a good part of the blame and unfortunately the pain as the summer and their friendship progresses throughout the summer.
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Paulsen, Gary. Lawn Boy
 For his 12th birthday, he was given an old riding lawn mower by his grandmother and decides to earn some cash mowing his neighbors’ lawns. So the name Lawn Boy is born and so is a booming business that takes him from working alone for a few dollars, to having people working for him and having more money that he knows what to do with.
Sachar, Louis. Small Steps (Sequel to Holes)
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It has been two years since Armpit’s release from Camp Green Lake, and the 16-year-old is still digging holes, although now he is getting paid for it, working for a landscaper in his hometown of Austin, TX. He is trying to turn his life around, taking small steps to make it happen. When X-Ray, his friend from Camp Green Lake, comes up with a get-rich-quick scheme involving scalping tickets to a concert by teenage pop star Kaira DeLeon, Armpit fronts X-Ray the money. He decides to take his best friend and neighbor, Ginny, a 10-year-old with cerebral palsy, to the concert, where he meets Kaira, causing him to take some big steps in his life beginning with dating Kaira, and ending with him saving her life. 
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Spinelli, Jerry. Crash
Crash has many passions in life including being in charge and never being second in anything. This seventh-grade bully’s softer side comes through in his life for his grandfather that makes him more sympathetic to others.
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Weeks, Sarah. So B. It

Thirteen-year-old Heidi lives in Reno with her developmentally disabled mother, So B. It, and their agoraphobic neighbor, Bernadette, who takes care of them. The pair arrived on Bernie's doorstep 13 years ago, and because So B. It's vocabulary consists of only 23 words, Bernie has never been able to figure out where she and her mother came from or if they have any other family.


Urban, Linda. A Crooked Kind of Perfect
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Eleven-year-old Zoe dreams of giving piano recitals at Carnegie Hall. When her father purchases her a Perfectone D-60, instead of the baby  grand piano Zoe wanted, she decides she must make do. Her organ teacher notices Zoe’s small talent for music and recommends her for the “Perfectone Perform-O-Rama. Her parents are supportive, but since her mother is a workaholic, it is her father who is always there for her when she rehearses. Since her father gets anxious when he leaves the house, he spends a lot of time at home earning diplomas from Living Room University. With the help of her father, and her classmate, Wheeler, who despite being a troublemaker enjoys spending time at her house, Zoe decides to throw herself into practicing in order to prepare for the big event.
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Van Draanen, Wendelin. Flipped
The first time Juli Baker saw Bryce Loski, she flipped. The first time he saw her, he ran. This novel, told in alternating chapters by Juli and Bryce, describes how their feelings change about themselves and each other over time. 
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