SUMMER READING LIST SUGGESTIONS 2008-09
SEVENTH – GRADE BOOK LIST

 (Summaries based on a variety of sources including School Library Journal and Booklist). For more reading selections check out the ALA - American Library Association Site: Best Books for Young Adults (http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/booklistsawards/bestbooksya/bestbooksyoung.htm.)
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Armstrong, Jennifer. Shipwreck at the Bottom of the World: The Extraordinary True Story of Shackleton and the Endurance

Sir Ernest Shackleton, with a crew of 27 men, manage to overcome the impossible when in an attempt to cross the Antarctic continent in 1914, their ship gets trapped in an ice pack for seven months. Facing great hardships, they entire crew manages to survive and are rescued two years after their journey began.
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Bauer, Joan. Hope was Here
Hope’s life gets turned-upside down when he aunt Addie, a cook, decides to move from New York City to a small town in Wisconsin to run the Welcome Stairways Diner. Hope is not sure how she will handle the move, but is surprised to find comfort, not only in her aunt’s food, but in her surroundings including the diner staff, especially, Braverman, the cook’s assistant, who becomes her first boyfriend.
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Brashares, Ann. The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants or the sequel The Second Summer of the Sisterhood
The summer of their 15th year, four best friends spend the summer apart, but are able to stay together through a pair of jeans that travels from one friend to the other over the course of the summer.

Carter, Ally. I’d Tell You I Love You, But Then I’d Have to Kill You
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Cammie Morgan, 15, is a student at Gallagher Academy, a top-secret boarding school for girls who are spies-in-training. She studies covert operations, culture and assimilation, and advanced encryption, and has learned to speak 14 languages. Her troubles begin when she falls for Josh, a local boy who has no clue about her real identity. Keeping her training secret forces her to lie to her new love, which leads to comic complications.
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Coville, Bruce and Jane Yolen. Armageddon Summer
The end of the world is coming and Reverend Beelson is ready. Beelson and his 144 True Believers are gathering on Mount Weeupcut in western Massachusetts in order to await Armageddon. Marina and Jed, two teenagers, whose points of view the story is told through, prove to be the voices of sanity and reason as they struggle to make sense of their lives and their beliefs.
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Fleischman, John. Phineas Gage: A Gruesome but True Story About Brain Science
The incredible story of a railroad foreman who survived for 10 years after a 13-pound iron rod shot through his brain. 

Friend, Natasha. Perfect
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Isabelle Lee is quick to convince everyone that everything is fine with her, but it is not. In fact, being fine couldn’t be further from the truth as Isabelle’s life is concerned. She is still mourning the loss of her father, who passed away two years ago and has turned to binging and purging as a way of dealing with the loss and the fact that her mother never talks about it. 
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Gore, Al. An Inconvenient Truth: The Crisis of Global Warming
In this youth-focused adaptation of Gore’s 2006 adult book and Oscar-winning documentary, Gore explains that his interest distill the material, creating an eye-opening story that targets kids' concerns. Gore’s interest in the environment began as a teenager when he read Silent Spring. He goes on to discuss the steeply rising carbon dioxide levels in our atmosphere, and then to link that to accelerating changes in temperature and precipitation patterns worldwide. Filled with easy-to-grasp graphics and revealing before-and-after photos, Gore’s arguments are brought to the reader’s attention in a simple language that intends to disturb readers, but not frighten them.
Green, Tim. Football Genius
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Twelve-year-old Troy White’s athletic ability and his natural talent for predicting football strategy are both going to waste (he is stuck playing second-string on his football team), until frustration with a bully on his team pushes him to borrow an official NFL football from local Atlanta Falcons star linebacker Seth Halloway. Even though Troy has not had the opportunity to show what he could do on the field, he is able to convince Seth of his talent and use his predictions to turnaround the Falcons losing streak. Seth takes Troy under his wing and becomes a mentor, something Troy has been missing ever since his father abandoned him. 
Gruber, Michael. Witch’s Boy
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When a witch stumbles across an ugly baby that nobody wants to raise, she becomes thrown into an unfamiliar world -- motherhood. Since she is so inexperienced in this area, she turns to others in her life to help her raise the baby called Lump. The witch soon realizes just how much a handful he is when he becomes more and more troublesome, especially since he feels neglected from the witch who has to continue her life in service to her goddess. 
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Haddix, Margaret Peterson. Among the Hidden (Series)
Born third at a time when having more than two children per family is illegal and punished by the Population Police, Luke has spent all of his 12 years in hiding, until another “third” convinces him the government is wrong and to come out of hiding, but can he?

Hama, Larry. The Battle of Iwo Jima: Guerilla Warfare in the Pacific
Hama provides a short, informative background piece describing the run-up to World War II, the significance of the Japanese war machine, and the importance of the tiny island of Iwo Jima. Then the graphic novel, illustrated by Williams in camouflage colors, does a great job of examining the ups and downs of the battle as well as the horror of so many losses.
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Hesse, Karen. Out of the Dust
Told through a journal of free-verse poetry, Billie Jo describes living on her family’s wheat farm in Oklahoma during the Dust Bowl.
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Howe, James. The Watcher
The people on the beach call her the Watcher. She sits there all day long with her notebook and writes what she sees. There is plenty to look at too. Children, parents and lifeguards. Margaret finds great comfort in watching others, because she sees things in them that she wishes she had in her own life.
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Jacques, Brian. Redwall
Cluny is one evil rat. In order to save Redwall Abbey from the likes of him and his villainous hordes, the legendary sword of Martin the Warrior needs to be recovered. Matthias, a young mouse, is convinced that he can get it back, but at what cost?
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Jurmain, Suzanne. The Forbidden Schoolhouse: The True and Dramatic Story of Prudence Crandall and Her Students
In 1831, Prudence Crandall was approached by an African American teenager to join the school she was opening for young white females, Crandall agreed and decided to open a school for African-American females. The story describes the difficulties and torment Crandall faced as a result of this decision from citizens of Canterbury, Connecticut, where the school was based.
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Koss, Amy Goldman. The Girls
What happens when your best friends decide they do not want to be your friend anymore? That is what happens when the leader of a group of friends decides that one of the girls in the group is out, so the others decide to end the friendship with her as well.
Lenhard, Elizabeth. Chicks with Sticks: (It’s a Purl Thing)
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Mourning the death of her favorite aunt, Scottie seeks comfort in a very unusual hobby – knitting. At first, Scottie tries to hide her knitting from her friends for fear of what they will think of her, but then she comes to embrace it, especially once she is exposed to a very warm and inviting yarn shop called KnitWit. It is through her knitting, that Scottie is able to find herself, as well as rekindle a friendship with her best friend Amanda that had waned over the years. Knitting also ignites a bond with two other girls Tay and Bella who, along with Amanda, make up the Chicks with Sticks knitting group. This unlikely group of friends share one common thread, knitting. Even though knitting is what brings them together, it is their friendship that stitches its way into their hearts.

Lubar, David. Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie
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Scott Hudson begins his freshman year of high school with a rocky start. He immediately becomes the target of bullying both on the school bus and in school. The girl he has a major crush on doesn’t know he is alive, and against his better judgment, he gets roped into a number of extracurricular activities including writing a column for the school newspaper and working on set design for the school play. On top of everything else, his mom is pregnant. As a way of expressing his thoughts and feelings of this trying year, Scott decides to keep a journal and fills it with lists and tips for his expected sibling on how to survive freshman year.
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Lupica, Mike. Heat
When Michael Arroyo is on the baseball diamond, everything falls into place. He is a great pitcher who dreams of leading his South Bronx All-Stars to the Little League World Series in Williamsport, PA. It is a dream he shared with his father, one they brought with them as they fled Cuba and wound up living in the shadow of Yankee Stadium. Michael’s ultimate dream is to play in the major leagues like his hero, El Grande, Yankee star and fellow Cuban refugee. Unfortunately Michael’s dream hits a few road blocks. First his father tragically dies, then the league benches Michael because they believe he is lying about his age and before they will allow him to play again, they are demanding he produce a birth certificate.
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Myers, Walter Dean. Monster
Steve Harmon is in prison awaiting trial for murder. At 16, he is accused of serving as a lookout for a robbery of a store, in which the owner was shot and killed. Steve recounts his case and incarceration in the form of a movie screenplay.

Oppel, Kenneth. Airborn

[image: image21.jpg]ratel
Youl

You,
But Then
TdHavo o

Kl vou

.



Matt Cruse is a cabin boy aboard the luxury passenger airship Aurora when the ship encounters a battered hot air balloon with an unconscious man aboard. Before dying, the man claims to have seen beautiful creatures swarming in the air over an uncharted island. Not until a year later, when Matt meets the man's granddaughter, Kate de Vries, who boards the Aurora, does he learn that the man wasn't hallucinating. Pirates board, rob, and kill, and a fierce storm grounds the Aurora on the very island that Kate's grandfather spoke about--which proves to be the pirates' secret hideaway.
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Patterson, James. The Angel Experiment (Maximum Ride, Book 1)
A group of genetically enhanced kids who can fly and have other unique talents are on the run from part-human, part-wolf predators called Erasers in this thriller. Max, 14, and her adopted family-Fang and Iggy, both 13, Nudge, 11, Gazzy, 8, and Angel, 6-were all created as experiments in a lab called the School. Jeb, a sympathetic scientist helped them escape and, since then, they’ve been living on their own. The Erasers have orders to kill them so the world will never find out they exist.
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Paterson, Katherine. Lyddie
Lyddie Worthen is all by herself. Her parents are gone and her brothers and sisters have been sent to live with other people. In order to possibly reunite with her family, Lyddie decides to get a mill job in Lowell, Massachusetts. It is here that Lyddie works long hours and days in a dust-and lint-filled environment that take its toll on her friend’s health. Now she has to make a decision will she speak up about better working conditions or keep quiet in order to protect her job.
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Paolini, Christopher. Eragon or Eldest

While exploring the forest, Eragon witnesses a mysterious explosion. In the center of this blast, Eragon spots a polished blue stone. Eragon thinks he can trade the stone for food for his family, but before he has a chance, it hatches a beautiful sapphire blue dragon. Eragon decides to keep and raise the dragon and must deal with the consequences that go along with his decision.
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Pullman, Philip. The Golden Compass, Book 1 (His Dark Materials Series) or The Subtle Knife, Book 2 or The Amber Spyglass, Book 3 

Twelve-year-old Lyra is a rough and tumble girl. While her home is with the scholars of Jordan College in Oxford, she finds her greatest enjoyment with the Gyptian children of Oxford’s streets and canals. Lyra is content with this life until Uncle Asriel arrives and stirs things up.
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Rees, Celia. Witch Child
The life of Mary Newbury is told through journal entries that begin in 1659 when Mary watches in horror as her grandmother is hung for being a witch by her English village. Before they can turn on her, she is placed into safety on a ship headed for America. Although Mary does find people who understand and believe in her, she is still in danger.  

Sonnenblick, Jordan. Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie
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Steven Alper is a typical eighth-grader--smarter than some, a better drummer than most, but with the usual girl problems and family trials. Then, on October 7, his five-year-old brother, Jeffrey, falls, has a nosebleed that doesn't stop, and is diagnosed with leukemia. His parents handle the situation differently. His mother spends here days and nights getting Jeffrey to his chemotherapy treatments, and his father retreats into a shell, coming out only occasionally to weep over the mounting medical bills. Steven becomes the forgotten son, who throws himself into drumming, even as he quits doing his homework and tries to keep his friends from finding out about Jeffrey's illness. 
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Werlin, Nancy. The Rules of Survival
Matthew knows firsthand the art of survival. He and his younger sisters, Callie and Emmy are constantly on alert due to their home life consisting of an unpredictable, psychotic mother and a distant father. Since his younger sister, Emmy, is still a baby at the height of their domestic dysfunctional upbringing, Matt decides to write her a letter in order to share with Emmy some of their childhood filled with fear as a warning of what it was like to grow up under the unstable parental supervision of their mother. 
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Zevin, Gabrielle. Elsewhere
Fifteen-year-old Liz Hall is looking forward to the future – getting her driver’s license, falling in love, and just plain growing up. Unfortunately Liz’s dream is taken away from her when she is killed in a hit-and-run accident while riding her bike to meet her best friend to look for a prom dress. Now Liz must come to terms with the fact that she is dead and on her way to Elsewhere, where she will begin a new life, one in which instead of aging forward every year, you age backwards a year for every year that you are Elsewhere. 
