SUMMER READING LIST SUGGESTIONS 2008-09
EIGHTH – GRADE BOOK LIST 

(Summaries based on a variety of sources including School Library Journal and Booklist). For more reading selections check out ALA - American Library Association Site: Best Books for Young Adults (http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/booklistsawards/bestbooksya/bestbooksyoung.htm.)
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Anderson, Laurie Halse. Catalyst
Kate Malone has a lot of responsibilities. She is an AP student, she has been taking care of her father and brother since her mother’s death and she is waiting for her acceptance letter to MIT. The only time she does not worry about things is when she is running, an activity she likes to do late at night, because she can run in darkness. Unfortunately the light of day always takes over and Kate has to deal with realities of her teenage life, 

whether she wants to or not.
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    Brashares, Ann. Girls in Pants: The Third Summer of the Sisterhood  

    It is now the summer of their 16th year and the four best friends are about 

    to spend another summer with the magic pair of thrift-store jeans that help 

    deepen their friendship.
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Bray, Libba. A Great and Terrible Beauty or the sequel Rebel Angels
Gemma Doyle is not having a Happy 16th Birthday. She gets into a fight with her mother because she wants to leave India where they live to go to school in London. When her mother refuses to send her, Gemma runs off. As she is wandering the streets of India, Gemma has a horrible vision and witnesses her mother’s death. Two months later, Gemma is enrolled in Spence, a girl’s academy in England, where she is still troubled by visions and is still mourning the loss of her mother. She gradually learns to control her visions and enter the "realms" where magical powers can make anything happen and where she is able to reconnect with her mother.
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Card, Orson Scott. Ender’s Game
Aliens have attacked Earth twice and have almost eliminated the human species. In order to prepare for the next attack, the world government has decided to breed child geniuses and train them as soldiers. Ender Wiggin is selected for military training. Even though he is a genius and is smart enough to succeed, will his personal feelings of what he is becoming stand in the way?
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Donnelly, Jennifer. A Northern Light
Sixteen-year-old Mattie Gokey has been accepted at Barnard College, but before her mother died, she promised to always take care of her father and younger siblings. For that reason, she has had to put on hold her dream of leaving the farm and going off to pursue her dreams of becoming a writer. Mattie is able to land a job at the Adirondack summer resort. It is there that a guest, Grace Brown, befriends her and asks her to burn some of her letters. Before Mattie has a chance to follow through with Grace’s wishes, Grace’s body is found in the lake, and the young man who was with her disappears and is believed to have drowned too.
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Farmer, Nancy. House of the Scorpion 

In a future where humans despise clones, Matt is chosen as the clone of El Patron, the 142-year-old leader of a third country that was formed between the United States and Mexico to deal with their continuing border troubles. The country is called Opium and is run by drug lords who control opium production using “eejits,” humans with computer chips in their brains.
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Funke, Cornelia. Inkheart or  the sequel Inkspell

Twelve-year-old Meggie and her father, Mo, love books. In fact, her father, repairs and binds them for living, but Meggie is shocked to learn that her father has been keeping a secret from her. He can read fictional characters out of books. When Meggie was three, he read aloud from a book called Inkheart and released Capicorn, an evil villain. Now Capicorn is back in their lives and wants Mo to read some more evil characters to life.
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Korman, Gordon. Son of the Mob or the sequel Son of the Mob: Hollywood Hustle
Vince Luca, 17, wants to lead a normal teenage life. Unfortunately the circumstances of his crime-family background are preventing him from doing so. When he does get a girlfriend, he thinks that his luck is finally turning, that is until he realizes that his girlfriend is the daughter of the FBI agent investigating his family.
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Lobel, Anita. No Pretty Pictures
Lobel writes a simple and straightforward survival story of her childhood years growing up in Nazi-occupied Poland. 
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London, Jack. White Fang
Set in northwest Canada, the story of a dog who is part wolf and the many hardships he must endure before he is able to come to know human kindness.
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Martino, Alfred C. Pinned
Ivan Korske and Bobby Zane, two wrestlers from completely different worlds, are competing for a spot in the New Jersey State Wrestling Championship. Bobby’s dad is a lawyer and his mom is a successful real-estate agent. He also attends a prestigious school with a first-class wrestling coach. Ivan, on the other hand, is mourning the loss of his recently deceased mother and lives rather poorly on a farm with his father, a Polish immigrant. He is also a loner and does not get along with his wrestling coach. The story is told in alternating chapters as it delves into the lives of the two wrestlers as they prepare and work toward the biggest day of their lives.

[image: image12.jpg]


Marchetta, Melina. Saving Francesca  

Francesca’s life is changing. She is about to start Year Eleven at St. Sebastian’s, a formerly all-boys school that has reluctantly admitted 30 coeds. She misses her old friends, but more than that, she misses her mother, Sydney, a professor at the University of Technology, who has slipped into a severe depression and can’t get out of bed. Sydney is struggling to fit into her new school and latches onto some of the girls who have joined her at St. Sebastian’s from her old school, St. Stella’s, where she never really hung out with them. New friends, a new crush, Francesca is forced to find her way in the midst of all these changes.   
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Myers, Walter Dean. Crystal
Crystal Brown is on her way to stardom. As a black fashion model, she is exposed to the world of glamour, money and fame. But it does have its drawbacks. She is separated from her family and friends. Instead of just being a normal teenager, she has to deal with photographers, agents and other pressures models encounter.
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Nelson, Pete. Left for Dead: A Young Man’s Search for Justice for the USS Indianapolis


Two history lessons run concurrently through this story, which was triggered when 11-year-old Hunter Scott watched the movie Jaws and became curious about one character’s reference to the U.S.S. Indianapolis. While gathering more information about it, Scott learned of the many mistakes and oversights that resulted in the ship being put directly in the path of a Japanese submarine. The U.S. Navy was not willing to admit that anyone except Captain McVay made any errors. Nelson describes the horrors the survivors endured as they waited for four and a half days to be rescued, which came about only because of an accidental sighting and how the combined efforts of Scott, several of the survivors, national media attention, and several members of Congress posthumously exonerated McVay of any charges.
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Oates, Joyce Carol. Big Mouth and Ugly Girl
Be careful what you say, because you never know who might hear you. Matt learns the hard way what joking around with your friends could cost you when he makes a remark at lunch that gets him suspended. His friends do not come to his side, because their parents do not want them to get involved. The only person that does come to his side is the most unlikely, Ursula Riggs, a girl he barely knows.
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Paulsen, Gary. The Island
Fifteen-year-old Wil Neuton has discovered the island, a place where he can be alone to discover nature and learn things about himself. He watches the fish in the lake, spends time writing and painting and is just able to find peace from the family tension that surrounds his home. Even though he has the island to turn to, he knows that he can’t stay away from his home forever.
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Prose, Francine. After
After a school-shooting incident takes place at a nearby high school, administrators at Central High decide to take security measures. A crisis counselor is brought in and students, including Tom and his sophomore classmates, start noticing some considerable changes and eerie disappearances of students who fail to conform to the school’s new restrictions.

Reinhardt, Dana. Harmless
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Freshmen Anna and Emma have been best friends since third grade when Emma moved to town. It is only when Emma and Mariah are paired together for an English assignment and start hanging out, that Emma and Anna’s friendship is able to graduate to a higher level thanks to Mariah, who is beautiful and popular and is dating a senior at another high school. Mariah invites them to an unsupervised party at her boyfriend’s house. The girls lie to their parents about where they are going and get away with it. Deciding to tempt fate once again, they agree to hang out the following week. This time though, the girls get caught and create an elaborate attack story in order to save themselves from getting into trouble. The lie gets them off the hook, but takes on a life of its own when the school and community becomes involved. Told from the girls’ alternating points of view, it gets to the heart of what each girl is feeling and thinking as the truth and therefore, the consequences, unravels before their eyes.
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Shusterman, Neal. Downsiders
Talon lives in a subterranean world underneath New York City. He is considered to be a Downsider and is forbidden from going to Topside, but when the two worlds collide and Talon meets Lindsay, a Topside girl, he is intrigued enough to risk it all.
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Sonnenblick, Jordan. Notes from the Midnight Driver
While his mother is out on a first date, sixteen-year-old Alex decides to get drunk, steal her car, and drive to his father’s home, hoping to catch him on a date with one of his former teachers. His goal? Revenge? Reality? A damaged car, a decapitated gnome, a drunk driving charge, and community service. He is ordered to serve his 100 hours visiting Solomon Lewis, the meanest resident at Egbert P. Johnson Memorial Home for the Aged. Alex discovers that Solomon is also witty, intelligent, and a fighter. 
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Trueman, Terry. Stuck in Neutral
Shawn McDaniel has cerebral palsy. He has no control of physical functions and for this reason, the outside world, even his own family, think he is a “vegetable.” But this is far from the truth. Through his narration, the reader learns that Shawn is aware of his surroundings and can hear everything that is being said to him, no matter how painful those words might be.

Vrettos, Adrienne Maria. Skin
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Donnie, 14, has a dysfunctional family. His parents are constantly fighting. His sister, Karen, 16, is anorexic and denies her illness and lashes out at her parents. In the middle of all this turmoil is Donnie who is becoming more invisible as the problems his family faces takes precedent. The story opens with the unfortunate death of his sister due to her illness and is told through Donnie’s eyes as he lovingly recounts the preceding years leading to her untimely death in which he tries everything in his power to save her.  
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Walker, Sally M. Secrets of a Civil War Submarine: Solving the Mysteries of the H.L. Hunley
After sinking a Union sloop near Charleston, South Carolina, in 1864, the Confederate submarine H. L. Hunley did not return to port. Although divers searched for more than 130 years, it was not found until 1995. Over the last 10 years, archaeologists have carefully raised the Hunley and sifted through the 20,000 pounds of sediment it contained for artifacts, human remains and clues as to why, when, and how the vessel sank. 
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Werlin, Nancy. Double Helix
Even though Eli Samuels graduated high school at the top of his class, he has decided to forgo college and work instead. He is fortunate enough to land a job working for the famed Dr. Quincy Wyatt of Wyatt Transgenics. Eli’s father is not too happy about Eli’s decision to not go to college. He is also not happy about the fact that Eli will be working for Quincy, but Eli is not sure why. It might have something to do with the fact that Quincy has some sort of connection to his mother, who is dying of Huntington’s Disease, a disease which Eli has a 50/50 chance of getting.
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Yolen, Jane. The Devil’s Arithmetic
Hannah Stern is tired of remembering about the Holocaust and Passover. She is embarrassed by her grandfather’s ranting and raving at the mention of Nazis and her mother’s stories of how her many lives were lost during that time does not really get through to Hannah. It is only when, during a Passover Seder where Hannah is chosen to open the door to the prophet Elijah, that she is transported back to World War II and experiences what life was like during that time period.

