Components of an Ideal Essential Task



Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs)








Intended learning outcomes define the essence of our purpose. What change do you intend for your students? These changes encompass what the student


knows


is able to do, and 


is disposed to think, feel, and do.





The more carefully we define our purpose, the more effectively we will be able to measure achievement.





Remember to think of outcomes in terms of “learning for all time” not some immediately apparent action.





What learning is of most worth? Define your ILOs to reflect the knowledge, cognitive skill, and dispositions that are most important for all time.





Learning Activities











These are the actual things we want students to do in order to achieve learning outcomes that have not been met. 





This might include (a) links to Word documents, Web resources, or scanned pages from packets, (b) references to textbook or notebook pages, or (c) any other activities that you have developed.





Each of these resources/procedures promote learning as defined by your ILOs.





Assessment











The assessment is designed to provide evidence of learning.





From the evidence, we make an inference regarding the extent to which the student has achieved the intended learning outcomes.





Such inference making is guided by defined criteria, as presented through a grading scale, rubric, or other means.





Sometimes the product of the learning activity provides sufficient evidence that the student has achieved the ILO.


Sometimes a learning activity may require a separate assessment, such as sitting with the teacher for a secure exam.
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