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Performance Indicator: 18

Students select information appropriats t the purpose of ther investigation and relate ideas from one text to
another.

After having gone through this process and hearing the translation of the performance indicator, teachers st allarade
leuals, 35 it relstes to the level of assessment, will nead to take th tims to identify how they tasch that partcular concepe.
The format s provided below.

Filln this Gap Analysis Form, answering the following questions

What do you do to teach this Performance Indicator?
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click on a District/Region Name to see ts available Assessments, then click on
Charts.
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“This chart displays Questions by Performance Indicator within Key Ideas for the Grade 4 ELA SED assessments from 2000 to
2004
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View/Print full chart
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Sample Trend Analysis
1) What do you notice about the number and frequency of items asked?

2) Are all performance indicators / key ideas assessed each year? Do you see
any patterns emerging?

3) What areas seem to be problematic for your district?

4) Based on this assessment data which three performance indicators /key
ideas do you feel you should select as your focus?

5) Are the findings according to your trend data consistently reflected in
student work? In other words, do the areas of concern identified via the
assessments hold true in student work throughout the year?

6) Is there an appropriate balance and emphasis between your curriculum
and the assessments?

7) What do you need to do to align curriculum to address these results?

8) How would/could these changes be demonstrated instructionally?
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vented. Then do Numbers 5 through 10.

Resource: Ruth Wakefield: Chocolate Chip Cookies

This passage is mostly about

a
e
c
D.

reasons to buy chocolate chip cookiss
how to make chacolate chip cookies

X ow chacalate chip caokies were mvented
ifferent kinds of chocelate chip cookies

Read this article about bears. Then do Numbers 6

through 11.

Resource: The Bear Essentials

What made Daryl Ratajczak want to work with bears?

a
e

c
D.

the fun of being outdoors all the time
the fact that bears are not well understaod

X the camping trips he took with his father
the dream of setting bears free after a reseue



The Chart List

Choose the specific test. 
Example: Grade 4 ELA 2004

Choose the comparison.

REMINDER: We are measuring performance at programmatic levels and not individual student levels. Look at patterns of performance over multiple years. Noise, including item difficulty, item quality, and day-to-day within-student variability affects performance on individual items. Performance on individual items alone by individual students should not be used as a diagnostic tool (use multiple indicators).

Understanding the Charts

Here’s Mohon’s 2004 4th graders as compared with our region. Each bar represents performance on each particular item. A long bar indicates a relatively easy question. For example, about 85% of our region’s 4th graders chose the correct answer to QUESTION 1.
 A short bar indicates a relatively difficult 
question.


A completely blue bar shows that Mohon’s 4th graders performed similarly to our region’s 4th graders.

A bar with a green tip indicates an item where our students outperformed our region. For example, regarding QUESTION 3, about 68% of our students answered correctly compared with about 63% of our region’s students.

A bar with a red tip indicates an item where our region’s students outperformed our own students. For example, QUESTION 4’s bar indicates better performance by our region as compared to our students.


Sorting Items Within an Exam

At the top of each chart you will see faint icons for each of the sort categories. Click in order to sort by standard, item difficulty, or question order.


Understanding the Charts (continued)

You can choose your comparison by using the black down-arrow next to the comparison description. 

This chart shows Mohon compared with the Level 3 Cut Point. A quick perusal shows four Standard 1B items where Mohon students underperformed the Level 3 Cut Point. This may be a potential area of concern.  

The next step would be to check out standard 1B—just click on the link.  Each standard description also has a link to its sub skills. Once you’ve examined the standard and sub skills, you can look at each individual item of concern by clicking on the links at the right.




Once  you have used dataMentor in order to identify potential areas of concern. The next step is to look directly at student tests in order to identify/confirm true patterns of difficulty. 

Gap Analysis

Gap analysis is a tool which helps you prescribe a plan for alleviating discrepancies between actual and desired student achievement.  
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Choose a performance indicator, then click on Instructional Analysis in the vertical icon bar. From the sub-menu, choose Gap Analysis. Gap Analysis involves teachers with the following questions: “What do you do to teach this Performance Indicator? What strategies do you use? How often do you teach/reinforce these skills? Daily? Weekly? Monthly? 
Elaborate. How do you assess the learning? What is your evidence that learning occurred?”

Each gap analysis that our teachers complete gets stored in dataMentor for access by the entire district.
Error Coding

We can also store products of our error coding activities in dataMentor.  Error coding takes item analysis to the level of specifically identifying the sub skills that our students lack.

	Declarative

Are the concepts understood?
	Procedural

Are the skills related to the performance indicators well-developed?

	Problem Solving

Is there a problem with process, application, or transfer?


	Literacy and Test Taking

Is there are problem with technical reading and writing skills?  Is there a problem with item completion and showing work?


Trend Analysis


At the bottom of your Chart List, you will find Trend Summary Charts.

The trend charts are particularly useful because it is problematic to draw conclusions from a single year of data. With the trend chart we can look for areas that seem to be weak over a period of years. The highlighted questions are those in which students in our region outperformed our students. (Note that these include questions that are not within the midrange.) After careful look at trend charts, we can complete trend analyses.




Resources

In the Resources section we can look at individual Assessment Questions and complete SED Assessments. 


Or, within a description of a standard, we can gain access to teaching resources related to that standard by clicking on View Resources on the right-hand side of the screen.
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The resources within dataMentor have been hand picked and many have been peer reviewed. They include lesson plans, multi-media and Web resources, online courses, and GEM resources.
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Performance Indicator: 1B %

Students select information appropriate to the purpose of their investigation and relate ideas from one
text to another.

Lesson Plans:

Author: Joanne Farwell - My State Notebook

Author: June Markle - Field Trip to_the Fire and Police Station

Author: Marie Avent, The National Tree

Author: Phyllis Hakeem - Quests for Crests

Author = Cindy Oreson - Biking to Ellis Island

Author: Barbara Jennings/Nancy Radtke - World Tour 2001

Author: Jessica Costello - Animals of the American Deserts

Author: Mary Lynne Oreson - Use Your Head, Wear A Helmet )
Author: Judi Marxer - The Civil War; My Research Paper T
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Handy links to each individual item





Handy links to mapped standards





Mid-Range





Shown in TAN on the charts, the midrange narrows our focus to items of middle difficulty. Discrepancies between our region and Mohon performance on midrange difficulty problems alert us to potential curricular gaps.





SORT BY MAPPED STANDARD





SORT BY RELATIVE PERFORMANCE





SORT BY ITEM NUMBER





Cut Points


In order to determine item cut points, the state takes a look at the individual items for each student who performed at the exact cut point for a level. For example, in 2003 the cut point for Level 3 was 645. Including all tests with scores of 645, each item is analyzed. In the chart above we see that about 88% of students scoring at 645 completed Item 5 correctly as compared with 73% of Mohon students. 





We use Level 3 Cut Points in order to understand the performance of students who just barely scored at the "Proficient" level on the exam.  For each question, we can gauge whether our students performed above or below a proficient level.





Level 4 Cut Points show the performance of students who scored just barely at Level 4.





Level 3 High Cut Points show the performance of students who scored in the exact middle between Level 3 and Level 4.





Level 4 High Cut Points show the performance of students who scored half way between the lowest level 4 score and the highest score.





Use Instructional Analysis to  get toTrend Analysis.
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