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Section 508 Compliance

For Mohonasen Web Authors

Kathy Verzoni Perry, MCS, March 2005

The amended Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 affects Mohonasen Web Authors. We need to design our Web pages such that the information provided is accessible to viewers using assistive technologies. Here’s what we should be doing with our pages to increase accessibility.
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Provide ALT (alternative) tags for all of your images. 
These appear when the user places the mouse over an image.

To apply an ALT tag to an image…

1. Right-click on the image.
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Choose Picture Properties.

3. A Picture Properties dialog box will appear. Select the General Tab.  Enter the description of the image where it says, "Alternative representations … Text
4. Click OK.

II. Provide ALT tags for all image maps (hotspots).

To apply an ALT tag to an image hotspot…

1. Left-click on the image.

2. Right-click the hotspot you want to edit.
3. Choose Picture Hotspot Properties.
4. In the dialog box that appears select the ScreenTip button.

5. Enter your text in the box labeled Screentip Text.
6. Click OK.


OR… If the above does not work on your version of FrontPage, provide alternate text links outside of the image map. Example: 




III. Use easily readable colors and use color as a secondary indicator.

Choose well contrasting colors. Avoid red on green and other combinations that are difficult for a color-impaired reader. Keep backgrounds simple and calm! Avoid things like a green circle meaning go unless you also provide “go” text.

IV. Make sure that all of your pages include Page Titles.

Our tutorial includes directions for creating the page title each time you create a new page. However, this is a step that is sometimes forgotten. You can quickly check each of your pages to make sure that it has a title.

To check a page for its title…

1. Right-click on the page.

2. Choose Page Properties.

3. In the Page Properties Dialog Box, check to make sure your title is correct and very descriptive.

4. Click OK.
V. Provide descriptions and labels for tables.

Include relevant titles for your tables. Label all columns and rows. 

Example:

The above directions will cover most things that Mohonasen Web Authors need to do with their pages. For those few with “fancier” pages (using frames, including plug-ins, including forms, etc) there are other regulations. Let me know if you have questions.  

Kathy Perry (kperry@mohonasen.org  356-8365)

